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8 LET TE RS 


Perſons of Diflinflion in the Army at Hanau, 
to their Friends in London, &c. 


Hanau, about 1 at Noon, $3 Tune 


Dzar FRIenD, 


pPRDERS were given for our immediate De- 
parture from A/:haffenburgh, and for the March 
of all the Baggage and Army, with a Deſign to 
extend ourſelves towaids this Place, in order to 
diſappoint the French in the Attempt they 
mignt otherwiſe have made, to cut off our 
Junction with the Hans and Hanoverians, 
who were coming up to join us, and were 
airived near this Town: Accordingly, we all 
let 4ſcbafenburgh about Eight in the Evening 
on Wednfday left the 2 s, and the whole Army, 
with his Majeſty and all his Attendants, were in Motion Don after; 
which being obſerved by the French, they alſo ftruck their Tents, 
and began to march in the Night, in order to be at hand to prevent 
our joining, and made ſuch Expedition therein, that they had croſſed 
the River Mayne, with the greateſt Patt of their Army, hy the Time 
bad got about Six 2719 M les from Aſchaffenburgh towards this 
Place, and near a little Village or Town called De7tingen, which obliged cur 
Baggage, which was foremoſt, to re urn, and the Army to form itſelf 
immediately into Order of Battle, which there was not Time to do be- 
fore they began Cannonading ail our Troops in their March. from ſe- 
veral Batteries they had crected on the other Side the Mayne: And 


as our Torces wee thus unexp-ctedly catch'd, and obliged ſo precipi- 
| | 2 tately 
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tately to face the Enemy, under ſeveral Diſadvantages, and that of the 
Ground they were upon TT particular, ſcarce any Body was without 
Apprehenſions of their being worſted in the Engagement, which began 
about Eight a-Clock in the Morning, the 16th of June, O. 8. at Det- 
bingen, and continued with incredible Force and Obſtinacy till near three 
in the Afternoon, when by the Bravery and ſurprizing Intrepiditv of 
the Engli/> Officers and Soldiers, the French were obliged to quit the 
Field of Battle, and repaſs the Mayne; in performing which, as well as du- 
ring the Action, they loſt great Numbers of Men, and ſome Officers of 
Diſtinction: Many others were alſo deſperately wounded and taken Pri 
ſoners, particularly a Marchal du Camp, whoſe Name I can't remember, 
and Monſieur de Fenelon, Son to the French Amb flador at the Hague: 
Monficur /e Duc de Noailles is likewiſe ſaid to be deſperately wounded. 
I ſiw with my own Eyes near Twenty Perſons, who were ſad to be 
great Officers, and by their Dreſſes appeared fo, brought in Priſoners, 
moſt deſperately wouaded, and many of them in tuci a Way that they 
could not be expected to live. From three in the Afternoon till near 
nine a Clock, our People, after the Groſs of the remaining Army of the 
French had repaſſed the Mayne, were employed in ſcouring the Woods, and 
ſearching all the adjacent Villages, for Stragglers and Huffars, in order to 
ſecure a free Communication for the King's Attendants and Baggage to Ha- 
nau, whither it was intended to go, but was ſtopped by this Incident of, 
the Battle, and obliged to wait its Iſſue at ſome Diilance till the ſame 
was over, when about nine in tne Evening, not a Frenchman being to be 
ſeen, but what were Priſoners, or lav killed upon the Field of Baitle. We all 
continued our Journey, :s we could not reach Hunau within a reaſonable 
Time at Night, to a little Village near it, and came hither after wards this 
Morning, where we are all in perfect He..!:h ; and our Army being now 
extended and encamped near this Place, we (hail ſoon be join'd by 12, coo 
Troops, Heſians and Ha i9verians, when TI ſuppoſe we ſhall, in our Turn, 
attack the French, Sev. ral of our oldeſt Officers declared they never ſaw a 
more obſlinate and bloody Battle: We reckon, thy it is very uncertain, 
that Six Thouſand might be killed in the whole, of, which, perhaps, T wo 
Thouſand might be reckoned of the Allied Amy. General Claytm is 
kild; the Duke of Cumberland is ſlightly wonnd:d by a Mluſquect- Shot thro' 
the lower Part of his Leg; ſeveral ocher Officers are wounded, but we 
know of none taken Priſoners. You may expect a more certain and regu- 
lar Account by next Poſt, ; Mn 
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June 16, O. 8. 


My Lord, 


HIS Morning, about Eight a Clock, the French Army, conſiſt- 

ing ot between 20 and 30,000 M.n, under the Command of 
Marſh. NMaailles, having paſt the Mayne in the Night, atrack'd our Army, 
on their March from Aſchaffenburg towards Hanau, whither they were 
going. The Action continued very hot till about Thiee a Clock in 
the Afternoon, when the French began to give Way, and were entire- 
ly routed, and a compleat V:Qory obtained over them. We drove 
them full Specd into the River Mayne, which they had been fo fool- 
hardy as to croſs, and where no donbt many of them muſt have pe- 
riſhed. This Poſh was made by Lieutenant General Campbel with a 
Body of 3000 Horſe, who made great Slaughter amongſt them. The 
3: | Blues, together with General Hawley's, and General Bland's Regi- 
8 ments, have been ſ:verely handled, but behaved gallantly. The Num- 
bas fluin in this Action we have not had Time yet particularly to | L 
know, but as far as can be gueſs'd we judge they may amount on 
both Sides to upwards of 6000, in which Number we cannot reckon 
our own to be above 1000. The Perſons of Diſtinction who fell on 
our Side, were only General Clayton, and Mejor Honeywood, but the 
Wounded were much more confi ſerable. Amongſt the latter are his 
11 Royal Highneſs the Dake of Cemberland, who was ſhot into the Leg, and 
4 * a beautiful Turkey Horſe killed under him; Brigadier General Huſee, 
| who alſo received a Shot in his Foot, and General Ligomer wounded 
in two Plices, but not dangerouſly. Lord Albemarle, and ſeveral other 
General Officers had their Horſes killed under them, but received no 
| other D:image, His MaAJjJeEsTyY, who was in the Heat of the 
wrole Action, and behaved with the greateſt Steadineſs and Reſolution, 
had (GoD be praisd) no Misfor une. We have taken ſeveral Officers 
of Note, many of which are mortally wounded, particularly Monſicur 
Fenelon, Son to the French Ambeſſador at the Hague, We are allo af- 
ſured that Monficur Noatlles is himſelf much wounded, but has eſcap'd 
falling into our Hands. As this is the Day on which the Action hap- 
pened, and you may imagine we are in the greateſt Hurry, I cannot 
giv: you a more particular Account, but muſt refer it to another Oppor- 
| tunity, which I hope will ſoon occur. We are now going to Hanau. 


— * 5 . 
: * 
— — 3 + —— 7 


June 


\ 
/ 


June 16, O. 8. 


Dear Sir, 


H Is is the Evening of a glorious Day; I am juſt returned from 
beating the French: I am ſatished that nothing can give you greater 

P calure than this News, and thereiore will give you as particular an Ac- 
count of the Battle as the preſent Hurry will permit. Very early this 
Morning we received an Account that the French Army, conſiſting of 
25,000 Mcn, under the Command of Marſhal Noazlles, had paſled the 
Kiver Mayne in the Night, in order to attack us before we were joined 
by the Heſians and Hanoverians. In oider to conceal their March, and in 
hopes of amuſing us, they firſt began to bombard the Town of A{chaf- 
fenburgh from acroſs the River, But the Sagicity and Vigilance of his 
Majeſty and the Earl of Stair, were not to be ſo amuſed, They imme- 
diately drew out the Army in the beſt Manner that the Time and Cir- 
cumſtauces would admit. We found the French were ſuperior to us in 
Number, and had diſpoſed their Army very advantagiouſly. Nevertheleſs, 
we were in the higheſt Spirits; and his Majeſty, as if affured of Victory, 
ordered it to be given out amongſt his Soldiers, that they ſhould enjoy the 
Plunder of the Enemy. He was thanked by a general Shout. Betwixt 
Nine and Ten the Fight began, and the Action continued very deſperate 
till about Four o'Cluck in the Afternoon, The French, indeed, had before 
that Time begun to retire, but rallicd again, and for ſome Time main- 
tained a bloody Fight: But Lieutenant- General Campbell, with a Body of 
,000 Horſe, was ſent againſt them,. the Bravery of whom the French 
couſd nut reſiſt, but began to fly with great Precipitation. Upon this our 
Amy ſeat up a general Huzza, and the French thought of nothing now 
but how to repaſs the River, which they did in ſuch Confuſion, that no 
doubt min of them periſhed in it. I cannot yet give you a particular 
Account of the Loſs on either Side, but that of the French is very confi- 
derable. Our greateſt Misfortune is the Loſs of General Clayton, who was 
ſhot dead in the Battle; as was alſo Major Honeyweed, His Royal High- 
neſs is wounded in the Leg, but not dangerouſly. General Ligonier, 
an Brigadier General Hic, are both wounded, but in no Danger. Colo- 
nel Pearce is killed. Major Jobnſon has his Leg ſhot off. We have taken 
the Royal Vr nch Standard; and their Gens d' rms are all either cut to 
Pieces or drowned in the Mayne. Mr. Ranby has under his Care about 
150 French Oſſicers Laid Abemarle ani Cylon-l Driver, and tome 
other Otticers had their Hottes thot under them. But his Majeſtv, tho' 
all the Time in the tl:\ckelt of the Bitile, received no Hurt. We have 
the: Prifeoors à protigiuns Number of French Othkcers, a mongſt the reſt 
Nin hone Fenn, Son io he French Ambaſſador at the Hague, who tells 
us chat their General Noar/l's was very much wounded, We are now 
t the Firid of Battle, and the Dead and Wounded are a diſinal Sight ; 
yet it is plealant to ſee many of our common Soldiers ſtrutting in Hats 
and 
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and Feathers and fine Gold Trimmings, which they have taken from their 

& conquered Enemies. I am juſt going to Supper, having neither eat nor 

© drank ſince V ſterday at Noon, yet never was in better Spirits in my Life. 
7 The firit Opportunity you ſhall have a more particular Acccunt from 


1 Your humble Servant, 
of 1 ; 
to . - . . 
oY P. S. We hear the Emperor is coming to Franckfort, in order to 
F 1.7 be under the Protection of the King of Great Britain. 
y @ j6;- 4 , 


Whitchall, June 23. 


Ihis Morning Mr. Parker, one of his Majeſty's Meſſengers, 
arrived at the Duke of Necaſtle's Office, with the following 


Letter from the Right Honourable the Lord Carteret to his 
Grace. 


Dettingen, Tune — 1743. | 
My Lord, f 


IS MaJjtsTy (God be prais'd) has this Dey gained a very con- 

ſiderable Battle. The French paſſed the Mayne at this Place, 
wich about 25000 Men, and have been forced to repaſs it with conſi- 
dere ble Loſs. I write this from the Village near the Field of Battle, 
which the French were in Peſſt ſſion of; by which. Me. ns we have ſecured 
our Conjunction with the H.ſians and Hanoverians, in Number about 
12.000, which are within two Leagues of us, and to intercept whom 
the French made this hazardous Attempt, which has failed them. His 
Majeſty was all the Time in the Heat of the Fire; but is in perfect 
Health. The Duke received a Shot in the Leg, which pierc'd the 
Calf; but the Bone is not hurt: He is very well, and in high Spiri's. 
I muſt refer the Particulars of this great Affair till To-morrow or next 
Day, General Clayton is kill'd ; and we have taken ſeveral General Of- 
ſicers Priſoners, and many Otficers of the French King's Houſhold in 
| their fine Cloaths. The Army lies all Night under Arms. I am in a 
7 Cottage wich Marſhal Neiperg. The Au/lrians behaved themſelves with 
. great Gallantrv. Toe Duke d' Aremberg is wounded with a Muſque:- 
Shot in the Breaſt. This is a good Beginning of the Campaign, the Em- 


peror's 


| (3) 
| peror's Auxiliaries having received a conſiderable Check, and they were the 


Aggreſſors. 


J am ever, with the greateſt Truth and Roſſ ect, 
„„ 


My Lord, 


Your Grace's moſt humble, 


60 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


CARTERE 7. 


P. S. The Hanoverian Artillery has had a conſiderable Share in this | 
IS Victory. The Battle began at Ten in the Morning and laſted tv 
Four, when the Enemy repaſſed the Mayne wich Precipitation. 
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